Statement on Ohio Senate Bill 117 

Adopted by the Board of Directors of Cleveland Digital Vision

March 29, 2007

From the perspective of our mission to promote full computer access and digital literacy for all Cleveland residents and neighborhoods, Cleveland Digital Vision sees major problems with Ohio Senate Bill 117 as introduced.  Specifically:

1) SB 117 would eliminate our City Council's historic ability to negotiate with video/broadband franchisees for appropriate investment in community facilities and training to help close the city's digital divide, e.g. support for community technology centers.

2) SB 117 would eliminate the existing cable franchise obligation to offer digital TV and modem service in all Cleveland neighborhoods, and bar the city (or state) from seeking similar franchise commitments from any future provider -- in effect, legalizing digital disinvestment in Cleveland neighborhoods.  

Digital Vision opposes the passage of SB 117 until these deficiencies have been remedied... either by restoring local governments' authority to negotiate enforceable community investment and service agreements with video/broadband providers, or by creating effective statewide mechanisms to accomplish the same purposes.

Cleveland Digital Vision is the nonprofit coalition of Cleveland community technology centers and allied organizations working to close our city’s “digital divide” through neighborhood technology access and training.  More information about Digital Vision can be found at www.clevelanddigitalvision.com.

Members of the Digital Vision Board are listed at www.clevelanddigitalvision.org/board.htm.

Contact Bill Callahan, Director, at 216-391-0900 ext 40 or bill@clevelanddigitalvision.org.

